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°}  ANNOUNCEMENT;  Continuing  the  Farm  News  Digest,  a  special  news  feature  for  farmer? 
~         released  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  through  Station,  __. 
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PLANTING  BEGUN  IN  FLOODED  AREAS 
On  May  24th,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  that  the 
Mississippi  river  flood  waters  had  receded  considerably  in  the  last  week  and  that 
farm  work  is  in  progress  in  most  of  the  region,  except  in  Louisiana  ?;here  the  rag- 
ing waters  were  still  high.     The  Department  said  that  it  is  not  likely  that  crop 
acreage  reduction  in  Missouri  will  be  large.    On  that  date,  farm  work  was  under 
way  on  the  higher  lands  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  as  well  as  on  the  lands  fur- 
ther north  which  had  previously  been  under  water. 

In  Louisiana,  on  lands  from  which  the  water  has  receded,  the  farmers  were 
dropping  cotton  seed  in  the  mud  late  in  May.     In  the  past,  this  method  has  been 

used  with  success.    But  the  farmers  in  the  lower  parts  of  that  State  in  the 

southern  parishes — -will  be  "without  an  important  cash  crop  this  year  because  the 
waters  are  still  high.     These  farmers  are  badly  in  need  of  relief  and  the  American 
Red  Cross  has  arranged  to  provide  funds  for  seed  and  feed  for  work  stock  for  farme 
throughout  the  flooded  area  who  cannot  afford  to  finance  their  own  operations.  Ac. 
vances  for  this  purpose  already  total  more  than  400  thousand  dollars. 

*    *    *  * 

COOPERATIVES  MARKET  LARGE  QUANTITY  OF 
WOOL 

Farmer-owned,  or  farmer-controlled,  cooperative  associations  marketed  more 
than  25  million  pounds  of  wool  of  the  1926  clip. 
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This  wool  was  worth  more  than  8  million  dollars  and  was  delivered  by  about 
25  thousand  producers  in  31  States. 

Three-fourths  of  the  wool  producers  served  by  cooperative  associations 

handling  wool  in  1926,  were  connected  with  large-scale  associations. 

*    *    *  * 

TWENTY  FIVE  NATIONS  NAME  DELEGATES  TO 
SOIL  CONGRESS 

When  the  first  International  Congress  of  Soil  Science  opens  in  Washington  on 
June  13th,  delegates  from  twenty  five  nations  of  the  world  will  be  in  attendance. 
The  Congress  will  continue  from  June  13th  to  22nd,  when  the  delegates  will  board  a 
special  train  in  the  Washington  Union  Station  and  start  out  on  a  transcontinental 
tour  which  will  cover  30  days  and  give  the  visitors  an  opportunity  to  study  the 
soil  regions  and  cropping  conditions  over  a  wide  area  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

In  addition  to  the  delegates  from  abroad,  the  agricultural  experiment 
stations  of  this  country  will  be  well  represented  at  the  Congress. 

Fresident  Calvin  Coolidge  will  open  the  Congress  on  Monday,  June  13th. 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Jardine  and  Dr.  A.  F.  Woods,  director  of  scientific  work 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  will  address  the  Congress  later  in  the  week.  A 
large  number  of  technical  papers  have  been  submitted.    Abstracts  of  these  studies 
have  been  prepared  in  English,  German,  and  French  and  will  be  distributed  to  the 
delegates  on  the  first  day. 

*    #    *    *  >  * 

PREVENT  FOREST  FIRES 
Don't  build  a  fire  in  or  near  any  forest,  timber,  or  other  inflammable 
material  on  the  public  domain  and  then  leave  it  burning J    That  is  unlawful,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  having  sustained  the  Department  of  Agriculture's 
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viev/  of  the  unlawfulness  of  such  an  act.     In  a  certain  instance,  a  man  in  Florida 
built  a  fire  on  privately  owned  lands  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  national 
forest  boundary.    He  did  not  put  the  fire  out.    The  act  was  declared  unlawful. 

*    *    *  * 

KANRED  WHEAT  MAKES  GOOD 

Back  in  1900,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  brought  some  wheat  seed 
from  Russia.    The  Kansas  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  developed  a  wheat  variet. 
known  as  Kanred  from  this  seed,    last  year  200  tons  of  this  Kanred  wheat  was  seed: 
in  Argentina,  South  America,  and  it  outyielded  the  varieties  grown  in  Argentina  b: 
from  50  to  100  per  cent. 

This  trial  of  Kanred  wheat  —  from  Russia  to  Kansas  to  Argentina  —  is  an. 
interesting  example  of  how  rapidly  a  new  variety  of  a  staple  crop  may  become  wide] 
distributed  and  widely  profitable. 

Kanred  wheat,  as  many  farmers  know,  is  an  improved  variety  of  the  hard  red 
winter  wheat.     It's  a  pure  line  selection  from  a  shipment  of  the  Crimean  variety 
from  Russia  and  was  first  grown  commercially  in  Kansas  about  1917.    More  than  4 
million  acres  of  this  wheat  are  now  grown  annually  in  Kansas  and  neighboring  State 

BLIND  TOMAN  MAKES  RAG-  RUGS 

Mrs.  Alice  Snowden  of  Alachua  county,  Florida,  has  been  blind  for  19  years. 
About  six  years  ago,  Mrs.  Snowden  was  much  in  need  of  some  sort  of  remunerative 
employment.     One  of  her  friends  suggested  that  she  try  rug  making.     The  friend  got 
some  rags  and  started  Mrs.  Snowden  out.     She  has  been  so  successful  In  rag  rug 
making  that  she  was  recently  asked  to  address  a  group  of  home  demonstration  agent, 
on  the  art  of  making  rugs. 

Mrs.  Snowden  told  them  how  helpful  her  friends  had  been  in  the  one  part 
of  the  work  she  could  not  do  herself:  that  is,  dyeing  rags  different  bright 
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colors.    After  the  rags  are  dyed,  says  Mrs.  Snowden,  she  keeps  the  colors  sepa- 
rate putting,  perhaps,  the  red  ones  in  a  "basket,  the  white  ones  in  a  "box,  the  blac 
rags  in  a  "bag.     She  cuts  out  the  strips  horself ,  .  using  the  first  finger  of  her 
left  hand  as  a  guide  for  the  width,  putting  the  edge  of  the  cloth  between  her 
fingers  and  bringing  the  scissors  to  the  end  of  her  finger  each  time.     This  keeps 
the  strip  the  same  width.     She  can  tell  by  the  v/eight  or  feeling  of  the  braid  as 
she  makes  it,  whether  or  not  to  add  more  strips. 

Mrs.  Snoivden  says  its  easier  for  her  to  make  round  rugs  than  oval  ones  for 
the  braids  merely  have  to  be  sewed  round  and  round. 

Making  rag  rugs  has  brought  her  profitable  and  pleasant  use  of  her  time  and 
many  friends,  Mrs.  Snov/den  says. 

ajc       ^:       +  ^ 

AEMY  AIRPLANES  WILL  HELP  CONTROL  FIRES 
IN  FORESTS 

Airplanes  make  it  possible  for  foresters  to  get  a  rapid  bird's  eye  view 
of  large  forest  fires  and  to  direct  the  attack  accordingly,  says  an  announcement 
from  the  Forest  Service  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  who  plans  to  use 
several  U.  S.  Army  planes  in  this  summer's  campaign  against  forest  fires.  The 
planes  will  be  used  in  the  forest  regions  of  California  and  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
Airplane  bases  will  be  established  at  Mather  Field,  near  Sacramento,  California; 
at  Glendale,  near  Los  Angeles;  and  at  Seattle  and  Spokane,  Washington,  and  Eugene. 
Oregon.     Piloted  by  Army  Air  Service  reserve  officers,  the  planes  will  leave  thest 
bases  and  make  special  flights  this  summer  whenever  an  emergency  arises. 

%        sf:        5jC  # 

NEW  BULLETIN  DISCUSSES  GARMENT-FITTING 
PROBLEMS 

Americans  spend  8 — l/2  billion  dollars  every  year  for  clothing.    And  then 
then  sometimes  the  clothes  don't  fit.     The  cost  of  fitting  clothing,  and 
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the  loss  through  misfits  are  discussed  in  farmers1  Bulletin  1530-E,  called 
"Fitting  Dresses  and  Blouses",  by  Maude  Campbell  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 
The  Bureau  thinks  that,  because  of  the  high  cost  of  labor  and  materials,  more 
attention  should  he  given  to  getting  clothing  that  fits  the  wearer  better.  The 
bulletin  tells  how. 

+      *      *  * 

Both  farmers  and  laborers  in  northern  Ohio  are  reported  as  well  satisfied 
with  arrangements  that  were  made  for  taking  on  extra  helpers  in  connection  with 
the  corn  borer  control  campaign.     In  some  cases,  laborers  who  planned  to  work  in 
the  onion  and  sugar  beet  fields  later,  assembled  a  few  weeks  early  to  join  the 
ranks  of  those  fighting  the  corn  borer,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
announced  recently. 

Of  interest  to  women,  is  a  statement  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  relating  to  a  new  material  shown  this  spring:  Cottn 
charmeuse.     Cotton  charmeuse  is  not  actually  a  new  material,  but  an  improved 

quality  of  a  very  old  and  familiar  fabric  .sateen.    But  charmeuse  is  usually 

lighter  in  weight  than  sateen,  more  highly  mercerized,  and  the  warp  forms  the 
surface  instead  of  the  filling,  as  in  sateen. 

#     #     #  # 
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(FOR  RADIO  BROADCAST  ONLY) 

ANNOUNCEMENT :     We  will  now  have  the  Farm  News  Digest,  a  weekly  feature 
prepared  for  us  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Perhaps 
some    of  you  town  farmers  will  also  find  something  of  interest  in  it» 
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If  any  of  you  have  recently  found  your  seedling  tomatoes, 
cabbage,  lettuce,  and  melons  cut  off  near  the  ground,  it's  fairly  certain  the 
cutworms  did  it.    However,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  just 
issued  a  leaflet  telling  how  to  cut  down  the  cutworm  damage,,     Just  ask  for 
Leaflet  No.  2. 


The  Department  also  has  a  new  Leaflet  on  the  prevention  of 
roundworms  in  pigs.     You  know,  the  common  roundworm  causes  a  lot  of  digestive 
trouble  in  pigs.     It  also  slows  up  the  growth  and  development,  and  in  other 
ways  interferes  with  the  well-being  of  pigs.     That's  especially  so  in  case  of 
the  younger  ones, 

Some  hogmen  used  to  blame  thumps  on  overfat,  cold  weather,  and 
lack  of  exercise.    The  Department  scientists,  however,  say  probably  most  of  tfc 
cases  of  thumps  in  little  pigs  are  caused  by  worms.    When  the  worms  are  too 
small  to  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye,  they  travel  in  the  bloodstream  from  the 
intestines  to  the  lungs  of  the  little  pig  and  then b  ack  to  the  intestines  to 
grow  and  make  more  trouble.     It  takes  the  worms  about  10  days  to  make  the  rounc 
trip  and  if  many  take  the  trip  at  the  same  time,  the  injury  is  liable  to  be 
serious.    Even  those  pigs  which  live  through  often  donH  recover  fully  and  fail 
to  grow  and  develop  at  a  normal  rate. 

To  prevent  that,  the  Department  advises  the  McClean  system  of 
swine  sanitation;   that  is,  clean  sows  in  clean  farrowing  pens  —  then,  ten  days 
after  farrowing, —  haiiling  the  pigs  to  clean  pasture  and  keeping  them  there 

until  they  are  at  least  h  months  old    so  they  won't  have  any  chance  to  pick 

up  worms  from  the  old  hogs„    But  you  can  get  the  details  in  Leaflet  No.  5. 
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And  speaking  of  sanitation,  the  Department  has  also  just  issued 
a  Leaflet  No.  3.  on  improved  Sanitation  in  Milk  Production.     We  are  handling 
milk  cleaner  than  we  used  to.    But,  as  older  cities  grow  "bigger,  and  younger 
cities  and  towns  spring  up  here  and  there,  the  need  for  improved  methods  in 
producing  milk  "becomes  greater. 

Cows  must  not  only  look  healthy,  they  must  "be  healthy.  They 
must  "be  free  from  t,b«  as  shown  "by  the  tuberculin  test, 

The  milking  equipment  should  be  sterilized.    The  milk  itself 
should  be  quickly  cooled  to  50  degrees  or  below  and  kept  cold  in  a  sterilized 
container  until  sold.      If  you  use  a  milking  machine,  you  should  take  special 
precautions  to  wash  and  sterilize  it. 


The  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  the  Forest  Service  have  loO  men 
fighting  the  pine  beetle  this  year  in  the  lodgepole  pine  forests  along  the 
Continental  Divide  in  the  Bitterroot  and  Beaverhead  National  Forests  in  Montana. 
This  infestation,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country,  has  been  extend- 
ing southward  on  these  forests  for  several  years.     Immense  quantities  of  timber 
have  been  destroyed. 


For  years  now,  there  has  been  a  fight  on  to  save  the  chestnut 
forests  of  the  Eastern  nart  of  this  country  from  the  disease  known  as  the  chest- 
nut blight.     The  chestnuts  are  apparently  doomed,  but  C.  F.  Korstian  and  Paul 
W.  Stickle  of  the  Forest  Service,  have  recently  made  a  survey  which  brings  a 
ray  of  cheer  in  the  situation^ 

They  find  that  blight-killed  chestnuts  is  being  largely  replaced 
naturally  by  oak,  red  oak,  white  oak,  chestnut  oak,  black  oak,  or  scarlet  oak. 
Because  of  this  natural  replacement  of  the  chestnut  mostly  by  desirable  species 
is  generally  enough  and  because  the  cost  of  planting.,  and  subsequent  cleanings, 
is  usually  not  justified,  they  do  not  recommend  planting  as  a  general  method  of 
replacing  the  chestnut  in  the  eastern  hardwood  forests. 


In  this  fight  of  man  against  insect  enemies  and  plant  diseases, 
many  of  you  recall  that  the  toll  weevil  a  few  years  ago  put  a  stop  to  the 
raising  of  long-staple  cotton  in  the  South  eastern  States.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  now  points  out  that  there  is  a  possibility -of  reviving  the  produc- 
tion of  long  cotton  in  this  region.     The  long  cotton  is  less  subject  to  damage 
by  the  weevil  in  the  early  stages  than  is  short  cotton,  but  more  subject  to 
damage  in  the  later  stages.     In  order  to  avoid  weevil  damage,  the  long  staple 
cotton  must  be  raised  in  isolated  communities  away  from  upland  or  short  staple 
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cotton  which  furnishes  a  "breeding  place  for  the  weevils  early  in  the  season. 
Pure  seed  and  roller  gins  will  also  "be  needed  to  successfully  bring  back  the 
Sea  Island  cotton  growing  industry  of  this  country. 


F.  L.  Mulford,  horticulturist  of  the  Department  is  now  develop- 
ing hardy  chrysanthemums  which  will  bloom  early  in  the  northern  States  and  yet 
still  withstand  the  rigorous  winters. 


Explosives  are  very  useful  in  connection  with  agricultural  work. 
They  are  safe  to  use,  if  you  use  care  with  them.    But  do  not  leave  them  where 
the  children  can  get  hold  of  them.     500  children  are  crippled  each  year  in  the 
United  States  by  playing  with  blasting  caps  which  they  have  picked  up  near 
mines,  quarries,  or  in  fields  where  agricultural  blasting  has  been  done. 


Farmers    Cooperative  mutual  fire  insurance  companies  in  the 
United  States  now  number  1,950  and  carry  risks  totaling  about  $10,000,000,000. 
In  other  words,  one  half  of  all  the  farm  property  insurable  against  fire  in 
this  country  is  now  being  protected  by  farmers  own  companies. 
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Sat,  June  IS 


ANNOUNCEMENT :     More  news  from  the  farm  Sgont.     That's  what's  found 
every  week  in  Uncle  Sam's  radio  Earn  News  Digest  released  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  through  Station  . 
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Eirst  National  U-H  Club  Gamp  Opens. 


More  than  300  of  America's  boys  and  girls  are  tenting  tonight  almost 
within  the  shadow  of  the  Capitol  in  Washington,  gathered  together  in  the  first 
National  Boys'  and  Girls'  k-E  Club  Camp  which  opened  on  June  l6.     The  Camp  will 
run  for  a  week,  with  daily  conferences  on  Club  matters  featuring  each  day's  pro- 
gram.    Club  members  are  studying  the  work  of  the  various  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture bureaus  and  making  educational  tours  to  other  branches  of  the  Government  in 
Washington,  and  to  places  of  historical  interest  in  the  city  and  nearby  towns. 

Practically  every  State  in  the  Union  is  represented.    Each  State  had  the 
privilege  of  sending  four  of  its  ^-H  Club  members:  two  boys  and  two  girls,  as 
well  as  one  or  more  representatives  of  the  State  Extension  Service,,    State  rep- 
resentatives are  housed  in  a  tent  city  located  on  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
grounds,  near  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture's  office  building. 


Junior  Judging  Team  off  for  England 

Three  young  stock  judgers  from  Clayton  county,  Iowa,           who  earned 

the  right  to  represent  the  United  States  in  the  international  junior  stock 
judging  contests  to  be  held  at  the  Royal  Stock  Show,  near  London,  England, 

July  ikth           passed  through  Washington  on  their  way  to  England  recently.  These 

junior  judges:  Gertrude  Kaiser,  Lloyd  Kaiser,  and  Kenneth  Walter,  all  of  Clayton 
county,   Iowa.     Gertrude  Kaiser  is  the  first  girl  to  be  represented  on  a  junior 
?tock  judging  team  in  the  six- year  history  of  the  junior  international  judging 
contests. 

This  team  won  the  right  to  represent  the  United  States  at  the  Royal 
Stock  Show  by  making  the  highest  score  at  the  National  Dairy  Show  at  Detroit 
last  October,  against  teams  from  20  other  States. 


*  * 
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Agriculture  Suffers  Backward- 
Season 

It  looked  like  an  exceptionally  early  and  favorable  season  this  year- 
three  months  ago.    But  since  then,  farming  has  suffered  many  setbacks  which 
have  completely  reversed  the  prospects  for  this  crop  year.    Delayed  Spring 
planting,  the  Mississippi  flood,  drought,  and  excessive  cold  have  made  this 
season  a  marvel  of  what  have  you. 

And  with  hog  prices  down  around  $U,00  per  100  pounds  below  last  year's 
prices  and  corn  some  15  cents  a  bushel  above,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econom- 
ics of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  states  that  the  Corn  Belt  situation  has 
changed  measurably.     If  this  sharp  slump  in  hog  prices  tends  to  discourage 
breeding  for  fall  pigs,  however,  it  may  help  to  stabilize  the  business  consider- 
ably, the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  states.     Hog  prices  are  expected  to 
make  some  seasonal  rise  in  the  next  few  months,  but  nobody  knows  what  the  corn 
crop  is  going  to  be. 

*  *  * 

Voile  a  Good  Summer  Eabric 

Voile,  as  women  know,  is  one  of  the  cotton  fabrics  which  have  become 
especially  popular  this  season.     It  has  been  made  in  a  great  many  charming 
plain  colors  and  also  in  interesting  designs,  printed  or  embroidered.  Women 
are  urged  to  take  this  popular  fabric  very  seriously  into  consideration  when 
planning  Summer  frocks  for  themselves  and  their  daughters. 

The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  says  that 
voile  is  thin  and  semi-transparent  in  texture  and  that  good  quality  voile  will 
hold  its  body  and  not  become  fuzzy.     The  yarns  are  tightly  twisted  and  any  fluff 
is  singed  off  the  yarns  before  the  cloth  is  woven.     Voile  must  be  carefully 
handled,  however,  and  it  takes  experience  to  sew  it  properly  because  it  may  pull, 
ravel,  or  stretch  if  not  properly  handled.     The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  will  be 
glad  to  furnish  you  with  further  information  on  voile  and  its  uses, 

*  *  * 

Earm  Income  Declines 

Studies  made  by  the  Institute  for  Research  in  Land  Economics  and  public 
Utilities  at  Northwestern  University,  Chicago,  released  to  the  Newspapers  early 
in  June,  indicate  that  "the  share  of  agriculture  in  the  income  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  has  shrunk  about  one-half  since  the  World  War". 
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American  Acres  Yielding  More 

Since  1883.  the  average  yield  of  corn  per  acre  in  the  United  States  -has 

increased  about  18  per  cent---  wheat  about  17  per  cent        Oats  about  14  per 

cent        and  potatoes  about  kO  per  cent,  an  economist  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultur- 
al Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  says.     In  the  last  ko  yeai. 
years,  the  combined  acreage  of  corn,  wheat,  oats,  and  potatoes  has  been  expanded 
about  52  per  cent  while  the  total  production  of  these  crops  has  increased  77  per 
cent. 

In  coming  years,  it  seems  safe  to  assume  that  further  development  of 
acre  yields  of  farm  crops  will  depend  to  a  large  extent  on  the  prices  of  farm 
products,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  says, 

*  *  * 

Be  Careful  With.  Explosives 

About  500  children  in  the  United  States  are  crippled  each  year  by  playing 

with  blasting  caps  which  they  have  picked  up  around  mines,  quarries,  or  in  the 

fields  where  agricultural  blasting  has  been  done.    And  injuries  are  not  confined 

to  children.    Many  a  man  has  crippled  himself  for  life  by  using  his  teeth  to 

fasten  the  blasting  cap  on  the  fuse  instead  of  using  a  crimper,  a  tool  made  for 

the  purpose.     Some  day  the  biter  may  lose  something  besides  teeth.    The  United 

States  Department  of  Agriculture  urges  great  caution  in  the  use  of  explosives  on 

the  farm.    Explosives  are  very  useful  in  farm  work,  and  it  is  safe  to  use  them 

if  a/simple  rules  are  followed, 
few 

Play  safe.    Read  the  directions  that  come  with  blasting  caps  and  other 
explosives,  and  heed  theft,  the  Department  cautions. 
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AMOUNCEteEgT:      The  radio  Farm  News  Digest  prepared  "by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  the  next  thing  on  the  programs    As  you  know, 
this  Farm  News  of  the  Department  is  Jyraodcast  through  this  station  each 
week  — - — 


well,  after  the  first  of  July,  we  will  have  a  new  "bureau,  in  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture.     It  will  be  made  up  of  the  present  Bu- 
reau of  Soils  and  the  research  divisions  of  the  present  Bureau  of  Chemistry. 
It  will  "be  known  as  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils*     In  this  new  bureau 
will  "be  centralized  all  the  investigational  work  in  soil  classification, 
physics,  chemistry,  soil  "biology,  fertilizers,  soil  fertility,  and  soil 
technology. 


One  of  the  many  "big  problems  with  which  the  new  Bureau  will  deal  is 
that  of  the  washing  away  of  the  soil.     The  soil  experts  say  that  the  wash- 
ing away  of  the  mellow  top-soil  has  as  much  to  do  with  the  big  floods  we've 
been  having  lately,  as  everything  else  combined.    They  figure  that  the  damage 
from  rain  wash  in  this  country  amounts  to  over  one  hundred  million  dollars 
a  year* 

The  way  to  cut  that  loss,,  they  point  out.,  is  to  terrace  the  sloping 
fields  and  hillside  lands.    Proper  terracing  doesn't  interfere  with  culti- 
vation*    It  lets  the  water  run  off  slowly  —  so  it  doesn't  take  the  top 
soil  with  it.     If  the  wastage  of  soil  is  not  stopped,  the  experts  claim 
there  is  little  liklihood  that  floods  will  be  controlled. 


The  Department  has  been  investigating  the  tillers  of  the  soil,  too. 
It  has  found  that  about  three-fourths  of  farmers  in  America  under  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  are  tenants •    But  pnly  one-fourth  of  the  farmers  of  65 
years  and  over  are  tenants.     In  other  words,  tenants  often  become  owners. 
And  not  only  that,  but  almost  half  of  the  tenants  in  the  country  used  to 
be  merely  hired-hands,    ken  work  up  from  hired-hand  co  tenant  and  after  a 
few  years  become  interested  in  buying  land  for  their  own.    Of  course, 
some  men  slip  down  the  ladder.    About  one-ninth  of  our  farm  tenants  once 
farmed  places  of  their  own.    Between  1920  and  1925  tenants  decreased  in 
number  in  California,  Georgia*  South  Carolin.ak  and  in  nearly  all  parts  of 
the  section  east  of  the  I/iississippi  and  north  of  the  Ohio  and  Potomac 
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Rivers.     They  increased  in  many  parts  of  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas, 
Louisiana  and  Missouri,     The  'biggest  decreases  in  the  percentage  of  ten- 
ants were  in  Hew  England  and  on  the  Pacific  Coast* 


Now  that  the  $10,000,000  clean-up  campaign  to  check  the  corn  borer 
is  about  completed  for  the  season,  the  Department  of  agriculture  has  organ- 
ized a  committee  to  push  research  to  supplement  the  work  already  "being  done 
"by  the  Bureau  of  Entomology.     The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  is  investigat- 
ing the  possibility  of  breeding  resistant  varieties  of  corn  and  the  substi- 
tution of  crops  for  corn  which  are  immune  to  corn-borer  damage.    The  Bu- 
reau of  Public  Eoads  will  help  devise  farm  implements  to  destroy  the  borers. 
The  weather  Bureau  is  studying  the  best  time  for  planting  to  avoid  these 
insect  pests.     The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  is  looking  into  the  question  of 
substituting  other  feed  for  corn  in  the  hog  and  cattle  ration.    The  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  is  investigating  cost  problems  in  connection 
with  corn  borer  control.    All  field  experiments  will  be  carried  on  in  co- 
operation with  the  State  agricultural  experiment  stations  and  other  state 
agencies. 


Speaking  of  insects,  however,  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  has  found 
that  they  go  hand  in  hand  with  fire,  as  it  were,  in  damaging  the  timber 
of  the  Modoc  National  Eorest  in  California,    Forest  fires  damage  the  trees, 
so  that  white  pine  beetles  find  easier  work.     In  the  last  Wo  years,  nearly 
four  times  as  many  trees  were  killed  by  'che  beetles  in  a  burned-over  tract 
as  were  killed  in  a  near-by  unburned  forest. 


Carelessness  of  prospectors  in  leaving  camp  fires  burning  has  also 
caused  range  fires  in  Alaska,    And  those  fires  now  threaten  the  great  rein- 
deer herding  industry  of  the  Territory,    They  are  particularly  hard  on  the 
lichens,  which  furnish  the  winter  forage  for  the  reindeer. 


Some  of  us  don't  realize  how  we  can  increase  our  wool  returns  by  a 
little  careful  culling  and  mating  of  high-producing  ewes  with  carefully 
selected  rams,    a  county  extension  agent  in  Natrona  County,  wyoming,  has 
a  five-year  sheep  culling  demonstration  going  on  to  show  just  how  that 
can  be  done.    Owners  of  the  sheep  agree  to  dispose  of  ewes  that  don't 
come  up  to  the  standard  for  weight  of  fleece  and  length  of  staple.  Each 
fleece  is  weighed  as  shorn  and  the  weight  recorded.     If  the  fleece  weighs 
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7  pounds  or  less,  the  sheep  is  marked  as  a  cull*  The  standard  for  1930 
will  be  9  pounds,  everything  below  that  being  discarded* 


The  dairy  people  in  this  country  are  also  doing^ome  fine  cooperation. 
Few  can  buy  a  first-class  purebred  bull  for  a  small  herd,  but  by  going  in- 
to dairy  bull  associations  they  get  the  use  of  better  bulls  —  and  you 
know  what  that  means  in  building  up  a  herd*.    There  are  now  248  dairy  bull 
associations  in  33  States*     In  1910 ,  two  years  after  this  started-,  there 
were  only  9  associations*     In  1915,  there  were  fifteen  associations/,  In 
1920,,  there  were  123  in  30  States,  and  now  there  are  248. 


And  there  are  now  70  cooperative  poultry  associationss  with  a  total 
membersnip  of  more  than  50,000*    They  do  a  business  that  amounts  to  more 
than  $40,000,000  a  year0    The  first  one  was  organized  in  1913*    In  the 
East  and  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  most  of  the  associations  serve  big  poultry 
ranches,  but  in  the  Middle  West  the  members  have  small  farm  flocks. 


Speaking  of  chickens,  however,  some  of  you  will  be  interested  in 
seeing  the  clay  incubator  oven  used  in  Egypt  which  will  be  on  exhibition 
at  the  world's  Poultry  Congress  at  Ottawa,  Canada,  July  27-  to  August  4e 
The  Egyptian  incubator  is  a  big  structure  with  'thick,  mud  walls.    The  in- 
side is  divided  into  chambers  high  enough  for  an  attendant  to  get  inside 
to  handle  the  eggs.    Heat  is  maintained  by  fires  on  the  ground  in  the  center 
of  the  oven  (as  if  interrupted)    How's  that?  —  "How  do  they  regu- 
late the  heat?"     why,  the  attendant  stays  inside  practically  all  the  time  — 
11  'what  kind  of  thermometer ?  1,1     They  don't  have  any.     The  attendant  is  so 
sensitive  to  changes  in  temperature  that  he  doesn't  need  any. 
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